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My name is Betina Rubio and I currently have one more year to receive an associates in Hospitality Food 

Management at Southwestern Community College. Being a leader is a quality that has developed within me since 

childhood and evolved into my adult years as grit. At 9 years of age, my mother, two sisters and I were left to 

figure life out on our own. It was then when I felt the need to be a role-model and support my family. Although 

many challenges and obstacles veered my direction, I had resiliency instilled in me. I worked two jobs as a 

teenager to make ends meet and placed my college education on hold. There was no doubt in my mind that my 

duties and responsibilities were, not only for my family, but the world. My goals went beyond the needs of my 

family, my education, and my career. I want  to show the world how to embrace and support one another 

regardless of cultural and societal views. Before I could focus on my goals, life happened. I landed a job as a 

federal security officer with the Transportation Security Administration while also gaining a husband and 3 

children. In 2015, I  sacrificed my job to pursue my education. I knew that after so many years, becoming a 

student once again was going to be a challenge, but it had to be done.  
As a first-generation college student, I realized the importance of my decision to return to college. 

Throughout my time at Southwestern College, I have been placed on the President’s list, inducted as a member 

and Treasurer of both Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society and Psi Beta Honor Society. I have assisted in conducting 

research, coordinating and implementing our chapter’s College Project. Working on this project has motivated me 

to be a stronger leader and encourage others around me to do the same. Moreover, I have served on the 

Advisory Board Committee as a student, awarded six academic scholarships and attended various leadership 

conferences. Over the last two years I volunteered for Deck the Halls Wounded Warrior project and Eastlake 

Community church. Understanding the need for involvement on campus has broaden my perspective on humanity 

and community. My ultimate goal is to receive an MBA from San Diego State University so that I can have a non-

profit organization that teaches young women how to cook, while serving the hungry and homeless. An American 

author, Napoleon Hill once said “Great achievement is usually born of great sacrifice, and is never the result of 

selfishness.” I believe sacrifices help form a better future.  
As a candidate running for the position of Communications Vice President, I believe in the mission of Phi 

Theta Kappa Honor Society. If I am elected, I will place full dedication and support towards our regional team and 

increase collaboration amongst the chapters in the region. I will advocate to increase membership, help chapters 

and their members attain a Five-Star level and bridge the gap between community and adversity.  


