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Hello my fellow Nevada/California Region Phi Theta Kappa members! My name is Jill Schragen and I would 
like to be your Southwest District Vice President for the upcoming 2019-2020 term. I currently work full-
time as a Legal Assistant at Miller Miller Gerber, LLP and I attend Santa Ana College part-time in the 
evening / online as a Paralegal major. I joined Phi Theta Kappa September 7, 2017 and completed the 5 
Star Competitive Edge program September 12, 2017. I received my 5 Star pin and was nominated as my 
chapter’s Vice President on September 15, 2017. From day 1, I knew I found my place and I would like to 
further that by representing my local district.  

When I first joined PTK, I had been recently let go from a position at my first law firm and felt a bit lost. 
PTK found me and instilled a confidence like no other. Within 2 weeks of becoming a member, I was hired 
by a firm close to campus and I was still able to attend chapter meetings on my lunch break. Over this past 
summer, I left that firm and took a new position at the firm I am at now. Although further from campus, I 
am still able to attend every chapter meeting and continue to be involved in the organization I love so 
much. 

During my first term as Chapter Vice President, I helped to coordinate a Chapters United Project with 
College of Southern Nevada to volunteer at a soup kitchen near our campus. I met members of their 
chapter in a breakout session for Honors in Action at my first Regional Conference. Our conversation 
inspired them to work together with our chapter to feed the homeless during the Christmas season. This 
volunteer effort was also the action portion of our Honors in Action project, under the subject of 
homelessness, a project which I chaired. Our HIA project was awarded third place in our theme, Rights & 
Responsibilities, for our region. 

As someone who has been in the workforce full-time for 16 years, I have learned to communicate 
effectively with my peers and superiors. As a working student, I have gained skilled to be organized and 
efficient with my time and resources. I ensure I have time to study and attend my classes while exceeding 
expectations at my workplace. My goals for the term would be to encourage more members to complete 
the 5 Star Competitive Edge program, inspiring more chapters to recruit non-traditional (online/evening) 
students, and to help more chapters reach the 5 Star Chapter level. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider me for the position of Southwest District Vice President. 


